Draft Press Release

Publication of Bill to Amend the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse Act 

The Minister for Education and Science, Mary Hanafin T.D., today announced that the Government has approved the publication of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (Amendment) Bill 2005.  The Bill is being circulated to Dáil Deputies and Senators and the intention is to have it enacted before the summer. 

Outlining the main provisions of the new Bill, the Minister said: “The main purpose of this Bill is to give effect to Mr. Justice Sean Ryan’s Report and recommendations on the workings of the Commission following his consultation at that time with all the parties concerned.  The amendments proposed in the Bill will enable the Commission to carry out its inquiry into child abuse within a more reasonable timeframe and cost than earlier envisaged. The Bill will also establish a statutory framework for the operation of a €12.7 million Education Fund for former residents of institutions and their families provided under the Indemnity Agreement with the religious congregations.  It also includes a number of technical amendments to the Residential Institutions Redress Act 2002.”
The Bill will remove the obligation on the Commission’s Investigation Committee to hold a full hearing into each and every allegation of abuse referred to it, as the Committee considers this is unnecessary for the purposes of its inquiry and would result in long drawn out proceedings over many years at considerable cost in legal fees. Instead, all complainants who wish to pursue their cases with the Committee will be interviewed - approximately 1,300 in all.  Following this, the Committee will call as many witnesses to a formal hearing as are required for the purposes of the inquiry.  

The Minister noted that the Commission has made considerable progress in its inquiry to date and she expressed her confidence that, with the help of this amending legislation and the ongoing support of her Department, it would be well placed to complete its work and report on its findings within the next few years. 

